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God's Stagehands 
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www.soulation.org 

 
 
God, who is infinite, finds no need to stand on 
another's shoulders. Yet in the affairs of men, there 
seems to be an economy of relationships and 
networking that provides pathways for success. 
 
"The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ," writes 
Mark at the beginning of his first chapter. The story 
has begun; the stagehands are in place; the good 
news is about to be announced. Yet God finds it 
important to begin his story with a prologue. 
Someone comes on the scene before Jesus to set the 
stage for his ministry. His name is John the Baptizer. 
 
"John" means "gift of God," and it is no doubt that 
John was a gift to prepare the way for God's Son, 
Jesus. Fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah, John appears 
as a voice in the wilderness preparing the pathway of 
the Lord. 
 
I have heard many men and women boast of being 
self-made. "I've built this company by myself," I've 
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heard them say. "I didn't ask for anyone's help to 
achieve my success," say others. It is no hidden fact 
that the arrogance latent in these comments remind 
us of the Proverb that falling down is usually on the 
heels of a proud stand. 
 
Still others have complained that the reason for their 
ill success is that they knew the wrong people. "It's 
not what you know," they say, "but who you know." 
There is much truth in this statement. But, again, we 
must heed what is being said. Merely to know 
someone who has paved a road does not mean that 
those who follow are able to walk in it. 
 
God finds it important for Jesus to have an 
introductory speech through John. The people fixed 
their attention toward the Baptizer. Mark says, "All 
the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going 
out to him." The scene is set. The protagonist of the 
story is on his way. 
 
But there's more. Merely knowing John will not 
thrust Jesus into public ministry. He must hold his 
own, proclaim the kingdom, forgive sins, die and rise 
again. Who you know may get you there, but what 
you know will keep you there. And once Christ takes 
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the stage in the verses that follow, he sets his face 
like a flint and accomplishes God-sized tasks. 
 
Imagine what it was like for John. He could have 
spoken up, "Hey, this is my congregation. I built this 
ministry. This is my job!" Instead, he takes his place 
in obedience in God's grand story. For John to 
promote himself would be hypothetically similar to a 
Sunday School teacher of Billy Graham feeling 
envious because Billy was increasing in stature and 
influence. We succeed in our obedience of setting 
the stage for others when we are willing to let them 
surpass us to the glory of God. 
 
Here is an example for us all. God calls us to equip 
others with tools for kingdom living and sharing. At 
the same time, he has left a model for us that when 
those behind us are ready, we help set stages for 
them. This is God's economy at work. How are we 
doing as God's stagehands? 
 
__________ 
 
© 2005 Ravi Zacharias International Ministries. All 
Rights Reserved. Permission granted by RZIM where 
originally published.  www.rzim.org 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [4000 4000]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


