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What do YOU expect? That has been the theme of
the week. What should | expect from God if He
visited our planet? Previously | discussed the
Scripture itself, how | expect God to relate it to us in
its accuracy and its reliability. Today, | will discuss
his proximity.

C. S. Lewis, in his book Perelandra, makes a comment
about the invisible beings of angels and demons. If a
demon were to appear before you, he remarks, we
would be terrified by its power. But at the same time
we would know there was at least one area that we
had the advantage: We are more moral than any
demon. But contrasting this with an angel makes
things remarkably different. If an angel were to
appear before us, not only would we be terrified by
its immense power, but we would also be terrified by
its perfect moral character. In every way we would
have the disadvantage.
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If this is how we would feel before a finite angel,
imagine what it would be like to stand before the All-
powerful and All-holy God of all beings. This thought
is nothing short of bewildering.

Yet this is what God guards us humans against
throughout the Bible. "No man can look on Me and
live," God tells Moses. God shows Moses his back and
Moses glows for forty days. In like manner, when
Isaiah merely sees a vision of God in the temple, the
overwhelming temperature of that encounter educes
woe. Even the hot coal placed upon Isaiah's lips did
not evoke a response. In like manner, in his
Revelation, John falls before an angel as if dead.

May | suggest that the Bible is telling us that if God
is brought too near and too unveiled that it would
bring paralyzing fear in our hearts. Raw holiness from
God's throne would strike immediate justice of the
fiercest kind. His glory laid bare would eradicate our
wills.

If God is really holy, then I would expect his unveiled
presence to do this to mortal, sinful creatures. Yet,
at the same time, if God were really good and loving,
| would expect Him to come to us in ways that would
allow our wills to remain intact so that we could
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deliberately choose His goodness and seek to know
Him.

And this is what | find in Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus
claims to be God, yet he veils his glory. He is
sheathed in skin and drops hints of his Home
Country through miracles and compassion.
Sometimes his message is explicit of his Father's
Kingdom, yet he never rips back the curtain with a
shock and awe campaign. He walked the way we
would expect God to walk and he comes near enough
to us so that we can see what he's like without our
wills being eradicated.

This is a gentle spot in God's gentlemanliness: Loving
enough to draw near yet holy enough to stay far. He
wants, not just obedience, but our wills to earnestly
seek him and choose him above all other suitors.

C. S. Lewis gives a clear description of God's strategy
in the Screwtape Letters when he says, "God cannot
ravish; he can only woo."

From a God who is good, loving, and compassionate,
| would expect Him to keep His distance in some
way, to cloak Himself in some apparel so as not to
overwhelm me. Yet, | would expect Him to draw near
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enough so that | can seek Him with all of my heart.
He has struck the perfect balance between His ways
of revealing and my ways of receiving.

This is the God | find in the Scriptures, not one who
comes tip-toeing into the world through the
obscurity of secret societies and abstract mystical
religions, but one who comes bold faced in the
person of Christ, opens the door plainly in the
Scriptures, and respects us with a gentleman's
kindness so as to woo us unto Himself.

Not only is this what | expect from God, it is what |
have found only from the God of the Bible as
revealed through the person of Jesus Christ.

© 2005 Ravi Zacharias International Ministries. All
Rights Reserved. Permission granted by RZIM where
originally published. www.rzim.org

Page 4 of 4





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [4000 4000]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


